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You should have also received an email from me with the invite to AP Classroom. 
 

Welcome to AP Human Geography! I look forward to having you in class next year. For many of 
you an AP class is a new concept, and you may be wondering what “AP” entails. An AP course is an 
introductory college level course that you take in high school. AP courses are different from honors 
courses because the reading materials, tests and writing pieces are considered to be college level. You are 
also expected to be a self-motivated learner who values academia, not just grades! The College Board sets 
the standards that must be followed in order for the class to be considered AP. Considering that the 
expectation is for you to take the AP on Friday, May 4, 2021, the course is taught with that in mind. 
Accordingly, the expectations and rigor are high. There are also some perks for you as we will discuss 
later. 

This course introduces beginning human geography concepts. Geographers look at the patterns and 
processes that shape how we understand, use, and change the Earth’s surface. In this course we will look 
at how geography affects humans. Topics we will cover include those such as population issues, culture, 
political geography, economics, agriculture, and urbanization.  

 
Under the assumption that we will be meeting face-to-face in the fall, here is a list of supplies you will 
need (you may want to wait until the fall/back to school prior to purchasing): 
Supplies needed for this course: 

1. Loose-leaf notebook paper & 3-ring binder (at least 1”) 
2. Sharpies 
3. 3 ½ X 5 note cards (you will need at least 500). Purchase these while they are cheap right before 

school starts! 
 
SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS: 

Considering that this course is deemed to be a college level course, it is both writing-intensive and 
reading-intensive. If you think reading and writing is something that should be restricted to your English 
courses, you will be sadly mistaken, both now and if you plan on attending college! If you typically ignore 
the readings you have been assigned on the assumption that the teacher will go over all the important 
points in class, it is unlikely you will do well in future coursework. A typical reading consists of 
anywhere between 15-40 pages of text plus additional readings from other sources.  

This summer you will be expected to complete assignments in preparation for the class in the fall. 
The assignments you will do this summer will be collected and recorded for grades that will be added to 
the first quarter. If you have questions, you are welcome contact me at any time (even over the summer) at 
kblan201@colchesterct.org.  
 
Summer Assignment 1:  
Read through the letters left for you by students who took the course this year. Some signed their names, 
so you may recognize them. Others chose just to share their advice without identifying themselves. After 
you read through the letters, create 3 SMART goals for yourself for the year. A smart goal is -  
 
S - specific 
M - measurable 
A - achievable 
R - relevant 
T - time-bound 
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For more information about SMART goals, see this website. You will find some examples of GOOD smart 
goals. Make 3 for yourself for this coming year. 
Summer Assignment 2: 
For this assignment, you will need a specific book - Born a Crime, by 
Trevor Noah (the regular book, not the adapted for young readers one). 
It is available through many resources. Here are a few: 
1. Amazon - kindle $4.99 
2. Amazon - paperback $8.99 
3. Barnes & Noble - $15.99 
 
My public library has a book version, e-book version and an audio 
version that are accessible for free. 
 
If obtaining a copy of this book is a problem, please let me know ASAP 
so that I can make adjustments for you. 
 
Tasks: 
1. PRIOR to reading this book, access the class content required by the 
college board here. Skip unit 1, and focus on the rest of the units. What 
I’d like you to look at are the Unit at a Glance pages for each unit. 
Those pages list the topic for each unit.  
 
 

For each of the topics, there is a page that looks like this: 
 

This is a long document, but all I need you to focus on is 
the Learning Objectives sections and Essential 
Knowledge sections; they show up in blue boxes like the 
picture shown below on Population Distribution.. Those 
are the parts of the course that we will be studying this 
year.  

 
 

These are the topics we will study. 
 
 
 
 
 
2. WHILE you are reading the book, Born a Crime, choose 5 Learning 
Objectives/Essential Knowledge components that fit the book & explain 
why. An example of this is included below. Do not use my example please. 
Find your own. Also, practice putting things into your own words vs. 
copying them off the internet. When reading the kid’s letters, you MIGHT 
perchance get a sense of how I feel about that! 
 
 
 
 

https://www.teensmartgoals.com/goal-setting-for-teens
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap/pdf/ap-human-geography-course-and-exam-description_1.pdf


The Essential Knowledge section tells you what the College Board says you need to know by the end of the 
course. I’m asking you to think about how some of these topics fit the book, Born a Crime. 
Here is an example of how to use the Essential Knowledge to build your response. My response thoroughly 
answers the questions posed by the Essential Knowledge section by incorporating multiple examples of 
how “interactions between and among culture traits” can create creoles or lingua francas. 
 

Unit   Essential knowledge  Example from the book 

3 - Culture  Interactions between 
and among cultural 
traits and larger 
global forces can 
lead to new forms of 
cultural expression; 
for example, 
creolization and 
lingua franca. 

Trevor Noah describes English as the language that would “give 
you a leg up” in South Africa. It is a lingua franca because it is 
used in the business world around the globe. It is a 3rd language 
used by people who speak other languages, but need one common 
one to communicate with. (here I have used the definition of a 
lingua franca IN MY OWN WORDS to try and explain the 
connection to the book) According to Noah, “it is the difference 
between getting the job or staying unemployed”. Typically only 
whites in South Africa were taught English. 
 
In South Africa there are many languages. Noah and his mother 
spoke Afrikaans “because it was useful to know the language of 
your oppressor”, and other local languages such as Xhosa, and 
Zulu. Afrikaans demonstrates the interaction of languages in the 
region. It is a Germanic language that comes from Dutch mixed 
together with indigenous languages such as the San. It is now 
spoken as a language passed down to children as their first 
language, thus making it a creole language. (Notice I did a bit of 
research here to find out about Afrikaans).   
Noah describes using language like a “tool”; it is a way to identify 
people like you that have similar cultural traits. The addition of 
languages such as German, spoken by his Swiss father 
demonstrates the interaction between languages in the region, both 
local and European. (page 54/55).  

 
 
 
You will be invited to join the Summer APHG Classroom page where you will find this document with the 
directions, the letters from past students, and document templates to upload to the classroom page after 
you have completed your tasks. Please contact me if you have any questions, difficulties, etc.  
 
Email: kblan201@colchesterct.org 


